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CAR TALK – MOTOR OIL MIXING 
 
Myth: My car manufacturer says I’m supposed to use their branded oil to protect my warranty. 
 
Fact: Warranty cannot be tied to the use of a specific brand of oil; however, it can be tied to the use of a 
specific quality level of oil. Use of a lesser quality oil is construed as abuse, and abuse is not covered by 
the warranty. Como’s TROPHY® motor oils exceed the performance requirements of the API SN Category 
and the ILSAC GF-5 specification, which the car manufacturers use to recommend service fill oil. 
 
Myth: You can’t mix oils of different brands because of the additives.  
 
Fact: This old wife's tale has been going around for years. You can ALWAYS (unless specifically stated by 
the oil company) mix different API and ILSAC rated brands as long as it is the correct viscosity and API 
rating required for your car. This is factored in as every oil manufacturer, the API and ILSAC understands 
you can be low on oil in many places that will not have your particular brand. The API and ILSAC ratings 
are equally important as the viscosity, as it shows the product is specifically appropriate for the engine. 
Of course, every brand tries to use a different mix of additives to distinguish itself, but in the end the API 
and ILSAC ratings are what count. These two organizations set the industry standards for passenger and 
commercial vehicles. Their standards are recognized, and developed in conjunction with OEM car and 
lubricant manufacturers. The letters next to API “SN”, and ISAC “GF-5” refer to the quality level of the 
motor oil, and constitute the latest and highest available standard for passenger vehicles. “C” is a diesel 
engine or commercial vehicle standard and the highest current one is CJ-4. 
 
Oils have to meet certain specifications dictated by car manufacturers. If you mix brands, you will not 
damage your engine, you will not void your warranty, you will not have to change your oil, you will not 
lose sleep over this issue. You can even mix different viscosity oils. You can mix 5W-30 with 10W-40 and 
no immediate damage will result. The resulting mix will probably be on the order of 6W-32. Be aware 
the use of the proper grade in recent engine designs has become a very important consideration. When 
selecting oil follow viscosity grade recommendations whenever possible. Upgraded oils are available in 
the after-market, and may give “better” performance, but they are not required by the manufacturer or 
your warranty. Use the proper oil - change it according to the manufacturer’s recommendations, and it 
will protect your engine for its life. 
 
Myth: You can’t mix synthetic and petroleum oils. 
 
Fact: Today’s synthetic motor oils are fully compatible with conventional (petroleum) and other 
synthetic motor oils. Mixing synthetic motor oils with lesser quality petroleum oils, however, may 
shorten the oil’s life expectancy and reduce the performance benefits.  


